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ve away to his INtance, it 
> vr Ayrrenine aqgar or 
was/burta ſlight matter. As for 
priyare contributions or afliftance 
of that kinde he had never any : 
_—_ h therewere many w 
gladly have made thoſe 
rel4 yer he induſtriouſly 
reverted them by publick avow- 
ing-that he needed nor. = = 
ehofal he was ſo per 
thar when being in bs 
Priſoner at the Sign o ta _ 
thence to be ſent immediately wo 
Wallingford Caſtle, a Gentleman, 
perfectly a ſtranger to him, and 
coming by chance to the Inne, 
and hearing of his condition, ha- 
ving fifry picces by him, would 
needs have preſented chem to 
him ; though the Doftoy had be- 
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| fore him the barbarous uſage of 


his brethren , clap'd on Ship. 
boord under hatches, the like to 
which he might probably enough 
meet with ; and though this ex- 
traordinary occurrence ſeem'd to 
carry with it ſomewhat of pro- 
vidential defignment ; yet he 


b 


wholly refus'd the offer, as after- 
wards he did a far greater Summe 
from a perſon of honour that 
courted him withit. Onely on: 
rwenty pound he was ſurprisd 
by, and thought fit to accept, 
which after ſome diſpute with 
himſelf he did upon theſe two 
grounds: firſt, that hemight not 
gratity the pride from whence he 
was us'd to ſay mens relu&tan- 
cies to receive benefits proceeded, 
and ſecondly, that he might not 
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give the Gentleman the diſcom- 
. | firure of ſeeing he had made an 
| unſeaſonable Offer. 
1 But with all this diſpropor- 
tion'd Expence unto Revenue (a 
thing which after a very delibe- 
rate and ſtrict enquiry remaines 
riddle ſtill, and an event next 
door to miracle) the Dofor day- 
ly improv'd in his Eſtate, and 
grew in. ſpight of all his Libera- 
ty rich, being worth at thetime 
1 | of his death about 15001. which 


et we are not to marvyail ſhould 


x ſtrange to us, lince it was ſo 
tothe Dofor himſelf, who often 

70 
profeſt to wonder at it, and there- 
«| upon would apply this Axiome, 
that Half is more then the whole, his 
4 4 mean Revenue by being ſcat- 
terd in the worſt of times grow- 
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| fore him the barbarous uſage © 


his brethren , clap'd on Ship. 
boord under hatches, the like to 
which he might probably enough 
meet with ; and though this ex- 
traordinary occurrence ſcen'd to 
carry with it ſomewhat of pro- 
vidential defignment ; yet he 
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wholly refus'd the offer, as after- 


wards he did a far greater Summe 
from a perſon of honour that 
courted him with ir. Onely one 
twenty pound he was ſurpris'd 
by, and thought fir to accept, 
which afrer ſome diſpute with 
himſelf he did upon theſe two 
grounds: firſt, that he might not 
gratity the pridg from whence he 
was us'd to ſay mens relu&tan- 
cies to receive benefits proceeded; 
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| give the Gentleman the diſcom- 
rure of ſeeing he had made an 
unſeaſonable Offer. 
But with all this diſpropor- 
tion'd Expence unto Revenue (a 
ting which after a very delibe- 
rate and ftrit enquiry remaines | 
riddle ſtill, and an event next | 
dcor to miracle) the Doftor day- 
ly improv'd in his Eſtate, and 
grew in. ſpight of all his Libera- 
ty rich, being worth.at the time | 
of his death about 15001. which | 
et we are not to marvail ſhould 
ſtrange to us, fince it was ſo 
tothe Door himſelf, who often 
ofeſt to wonder at it, and there- 
upon would apply this Axiome, 
that Half is more then the whole, his 
mean Revenue by being ſcat- 
terd in the worlt of times grow- 
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ing upon him, when others that 

had great ones, by griping miade 

them leſs, and grew ftark beg. 
ars, 

As the Door was thus chari. 
table,ſo was he gentile and libe- 
ral; his __ of hand in Sect- 
lar occations was proportionable 
ro that in Sacred. When any one 
had ſent him a flight preſent of 
Apples or the like, his reward 
would uſually much exceed the 
value; and he would be fo wel 
pleaſed ro have ſuch an occaſion 
of giving to 2 ſervant, ſaying, 
Alas poor Soul, TI warrant he is olad 
of this little matter,chart this ſeem'd 
a wy of the ſender's Countely. 
Thus if there happen'd any other 


occaſion of giving, or of gratify-, 


Ing or adyancing publick works, 
(tor 
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( for .inſtance che great Bible, 
upon which he was out 5ol. and 
reimburſt himſelf onely. by (el- 
ling ewo Copyes) he would be 
ſure to doe itat a free and high- 
ly-ingenuous. rate. So that he 
was ſparing onely to himſelf, 
and thatupon no other principle, 
but thereby to be liberal to thoſe 
he lov'd better then himſelf, the 
neceſſirous and poor. A preg- 
nant inſtance whereof may be, 
that the Doftor upon occaſion 
calculating his Expences on him- 
lelf, found them to be not above 
five pound 1n the year. 

Beſides this, he had a further 
impediment to Riches, an caſ1- 
ne which alone has waſted 
other mens eſtates; he common- 
ly making thoſe he dealt wich 

K 4. their 
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their own arbitrators and if they 
ſcrioully-profels'd they:could: go 
ao higher, he deſcended to thei 
rermes, ſaying commonly,;thar this 
traſh was not worth much ado. And 
beyond this he was fo careleſs af- 
ter bargains,that he never receiv'd 
ſcript of paper of any to whom 
he lent, nor Bond of any forper- 
formance of Covenants, till ve- 
ry lately from-twoperſons, when 
he found it neceflary to uſe thar 
method with them. He was us'a 
to ſay, that if he thought men 
knaves, he would not deal with them, 
and if indeed they were ſo,it was not all 
his Circumſpettion that could prevent 
a Cheat : On the other fide, if they 
were honeſt, there needed no ſuch cau- 
tim. And poflibly if we conſi- 
der the whole matter, there was 
not 
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not ſuch imprudence inthe” ma- 
nage as at fir appears : for Bonds 
would have ſignifyed litrle ro 
him, who /in the beſt times 
would ſcarce have put themin 
ſuir; but would certainly have 
ſtary'd before he would have 
made an applicationto thoſe Ju- 
dicatoryes which of late prevail'd, 
and ulurp'd the protection as 
well as the poſſeſſion of mens 
rights,and were injurious not on- 
8 - their Oppreſsions but Re- 
efs. 

In thoſe black dayes, being 
charg'd with the debr of about 
5o or 60 |. formerly by him 
pay'd, being offer'd a releaſe it 
he would take his Oath of Pay- 
ment, he thought the condirion 
tr00 unequal , and was reſoly'd 
ro 
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to double his payment rather 
then performe it : bur a farther 
enquiry having clear'd the Ac- 
count, he incurr'd not 'that pe- 
nalty. 

Toa Friend of his who by the 
falſenels of a correſpondent 
whom he cruſted was reduc'd to 
ſome extremity, and enquir'd 
what courle he took to ſcape ſuch 
uſage, the Doftor wrote as fol- 
lows; 

To your doubt concerning my ſelf, 


Tthank God I am able to anſwer you, 


that I never ſuffer d in my life for 
want of band or ſeal, but think 1 have 
far'd much better then they that have 
alwaies been careful to ſecure them- 
ſelves by theſe cautions. 1 remember 1 
was wont to reproach an honeſt fellow- 
Prebend of mine, that whenſoever a 

Siege 
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Siege was near , alwaies ſent 

what he moſt valued to ſome other 
Garriſon or Friend, and' ſeldom ever 
met with any agam, the ſollicitude was 
ſtill their rume : Whereas 1 venturing 
my ſelf and my Cabinet m-the ſame 
bottom, never loft any thing of this 
kind. And the like I have praflis'd 
m this other inſtance. Whom Itruſted 
to be my friend, all Thad was in bis 
power, and by God's bleſSing was never 
. deceived in my truſt. 

And here amidſt all cheſe un- 
likelihoods and ſeeming impoſ- 
fibilicies Riches thruſt themlelves 
upon him, and would take nore- 
fuſal : it pleaſing God, fince he 
had exemplified the advices of 
his Pratical Catechiſme to the du- 
ties of Alms and charitable diſ{- 
tributions, in him alſo to make 


good 
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and fignally exemplihe the 
_ inn hw and kwhere 
made in the behalf of Almigh- 
ty God upon ſuch performance, 
the giving affluence of temporal 
wealth. Nor was he the fingle 
inſtance of this truth ; as he had 
Proſelyres to the ſpeculative ve- 
rity, he had partiſans alſo of the 
MA and real iſſue of ir. About 
four years {ince a perſon of good 
Eſtare, and without charge of 
Children, coming to viſit the D', 
among other diſcourſe happen'd 
to ſpeak of the late Dean of Wor- 
ceſter, D* Potter (whole memory, 
for his remarkable Charity and 
all other excellencies befitting his 
Profeſsion and Dignity in the 
Church, is precious.) This Gen- 
tleman there related, that former- 
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ly enquiring of the Dean howir 
was polsible for one that had fo 
reat a charge of Children,was fo 
ſpirable in his Entertainment 
and profuſe in Liberality, not 
onely to ſubſiſt,bur to grow rich; 
he anſwered, that ſeveral yeats 
before he happen'd to be preſenc 
at a Sermon at S* Paul's Crols, 
where the Preacher recommen- 
ding the Dury of Alms and plen- 
ful giving, afſur'd his Auditory 
thatthar was the certaineſt way to 
compaſs riches. He moved there. 
with, thenceforward reſoly'd di- 
ligently to follow the counſel and 
expect the iſſue; which was ſuch 
as now created ſo much wonder. 
It fortun'd that at that time when 
this was telling, the Dofor's 
AtuTren: Pegrnd's were newly 
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come out, and therewith this Ser- 
mon of the Poor man's tithing. He 
therefore willing to improvethe 
opportunity, conteſt that he him- 
ſelt was that Preacher which 
D* Potter referr'd to, and that 
there was "the very Sermon: 
which immediately giving —_ 
Viſitant,hedeln'd Almiphry 
it might have the like A on 
him ; and ſoafter a ſhort civility 
diſmiſt him. 

As to the way and very manner 
of bis Charity, even that was part 
of his donation and largeſs. One 

cat care of his was todilpole of 
kis reliets ſo as to be moſt (calona- 


ble; ro which purpoſe he had his 
ſpies and agents ftill employed 
ro give him pun@tua] notice of 

occurrents in their ſeveral 


tations. 
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ſtations. His next- endeavour 
was to diſpenſe them ſoas ro be 
moſt endearing, Toperlions that 
had been of quality he conſulred 
to relieve their modeſty as well as 
needs, taking order they ſhould 
rather finde' then receive Alms: 
and knowing well chey were pro- 
»1ded for, thould nor yet be able 
to guels by what means 

were fo. To thoſe who were al- 
ſifted immediately from his hand, 
he over and above beſtow'd the 
charities of his familiar and hear: 
ty kindneſs : in the expreſive- 
neſs of which he was not onel 
aſciſted by his habirual humility, 
or pokitive opinion, upon which 
he was us'd to ſay that 'twas a 
unreaſonable and unchriſtian —_— 
deſpiſe any one for bus poverty ; 
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much more by the pleaſure and 
rranſport which the very a& of 


giving transfus'd into him:which 
whoſoever noted , ſtood in need 


of no other proof of rhe truth of 


his uſual afhirmation, that "Twas 
one of the grearſt ſens in t _s 
World to give. Upon which 
— he often took pw vx 10n 
to magnifie the exceeding mdul 
of God that had —_ s: can 
Tards to that which was 0 amply its 
01 7ecompence. Another circum- 
ſtance in the Doftor's Liberaliry 
notto be pals'd over was his choice 
What he 2ave; his care that ir 
ould notbe of things vile and 
_ but of the very beſt he 
It happen'd thata Servant 
in _ famil * Geing rroubled with 
the Gour, 6 Dottor gave _ 
that 
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that he ſhould have ſome of the 
plaiſter which he us'd in the like 
extremity: but the ſtore of that 
being almolt ſpenc, che perſon in- 
truſted -ia-this office gave of an- 
other ſort, which was of ſome- 
what leſs. reputation. Which 
practice the Dottor within a 
while coming, to know , was 
extremely troubled ar it, and. 
complain'd of that unſcaſonable 
kindneſs unto him, which diſ- 
regarded :che preſsing, intereſts 
and wants of. another perlon, 
and thereby gave him a diquiet 
parallel ro that which a ht of the 
w__ would have done, OP 
Bur befides this of giving, the 
Almes of lending had an eminent 
place in the practice as well. as 
jndgement of the Dogor,,, W hen 
I. he 
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he ſaw a man honeſt and induſtri- 


ous, he would truſt him with a 
Summe, and let him pay it again 
at ſuch times and in ſuch pro- 
portions as he found himlelt able: 
withall when he did fo, he 
would adde his Counſel too, ex- 
amine the perſons condition , 
and contrive with him how the 
preſent Surmme might be moſt 
advantageouſly diſpos'd ; til) 
cloling the dilcourle with Prayer 
for God's blelsing, and after " im 
diſmiſsing him with infiaite at- 
fability and Kindneſs. In which 
performance as he was exuberant 
ro all, lo moſt eſpecially ro ſuch 
as were of an interiour degree; 
giving this for a Rule to thoſe of 
his friends that were of eſtare and 
quality, to treat their poor Neigh- 
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bours with ſuch a chearfulneſs, that 
they may be glad to have met with 
them. And as upon the grounds 
of his moſt gentile and ob- 
liging humanity he never ſuffer'd 
any body to wait that came to 
ſpeak with him, though upon a 
mere yif1r, bur broke off his be- 
loved ſtudies, upon which his 
intention was fo great, that he 
extremely grucg to be interru- 
pred by any bodily concernment 
of his own, and fo would often 
intermit his preſcribed walks 
and Suppers in purſuance of it : 
ſo with a more exceeding alacri- 
ty he came down when it was 
told him that a poor body would 
ſpeak with him. Such of all 
others he loy'd not to delay; and 


ſo much he defired that others 
| IS. ſhould 


161 


162 


The Life of 

{ſhould doe the ſame, that when 
the Lady of the Houle diverted 
ether by the attraCtives of his dif- 
courle, or ſome other occaſion, 
delayd the clients of her Charity 
in Almes, or that other mok 
commendable one in Surgery, he 
in his triendly way would chide 
her out of theroom. 

As Poverty thus recommen- 
ded tothe Dottor's care and kind- 
nels, in an eſpecial manner it did 
ſo when Piety was added to it: 
upon which ſcore a mean per- 
ſon in the Neighbourhood, one 
Houſeman, a Weaver by trade, but 
by weakneſs diſabled much to 
follow that or any other em- 


ployment, was —_— his fa- 
vorite. Him heus'd with a molt 


afteEtionate freedome, gave him 
ſeye- 
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ſeveral of his Books, and exa- 
min'd his progrels in them ; in- 
viced him, nay importun'd him 
ſtill ro come to him for what- 
ever he needed, and at his death 
left him ten pounds as a Legacy. 
A little before which faral time, 
He and the Lady P. being walk- 
ing, Houſeman happen'd to come 
by, to whom after the Door had 
talk'd a while in his uſual friend- 
ly manner, heler him paſs; yer 
ſoon after call'd him with theſe 
words, op, if it thould 
pleaſe God thar I ſhould be taken 
from this place, let me make a 
bargain berween my Lady and 
you, that you be ſure to come 
to her with the ſame freedome 
you would to me for any thing 
you want: and ſo with a moſt 
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render kindnels gave his benedi- 
Cion. Then turning to the La- 
dy, ſaid, Will you not think it 
ſtrangel ſhould be more afteCted 
for parting from Houſeman then 
from you ? His treating the i. 
man when he came to viſit him 
in hisSicknels was parallel hereto 
in all reſpects. 

Such another Acquaintance he 
had at Penſeburſt, one Sexton, 
whom he likewile remembred 
in his Will, and to whom he was 
us'd to ſend his more praCtica. 
Books, and to write extreme 
kind Lerters, particularly enqui- 
ring of the condition of himlelf 
& Children : and when heheard 
he had a boy fit to put our to 
School, allow'd him a penſion 
to that purpoſe : and;alſo with 

great 
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great contentment receiy'd from 
him his hearty, though ſcarce le- 
gible, rerurns. 

Nor will chis treatment from 
the Dottoy leem any thing {trange 
tothem that ſhall conſider how 
low arate he put upon thoſe ulual 
diſtinctives, Birth or Riches; and 
withall how high a value on the 
Souls of men : - for them he had 
ſo unmanageable a paſlion, thac ir 
often broke out into words of 
this effect, which had with them 
ſtill in chedelivery an excraordi- 
nary vehemence, 0 what a glorious 
thing, how rich a prize for the expence 
of a man's whole life were it to be the 
inſtrument of reſcuing any one Soul * 
Accordingly in the purſuit of this 
deſigne he not onely waſted him- 
ſelf in perpetual toyle of ſtudy, 
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bur moſt diligently atzended rhe 
offices of his Calling, reading 
daily che Prayers of the Church, 
Preaching conſtantly every Sun- 
day, and that many times when 


he was in ſo ill a condition of 


health, that all beſides himſelt 
thought it impollible, ar leaſt 
very unfit, for him.ro doe it. His 
Subjects were ſuch as had great- 


" eſt influence on Practice, which 


he preſt with moſt affectionate 
rendernels, making tears part cf 
his Oratory. And 1t he oblerv'd 
his documents to have fail'd of 
the deſired cffect, it was matter of 
great ladneſs to him; where in 
ſtead of accuſing the parties con- 
cern'd , he charg'd himſelf that 
his performances were incompe- 
rent to the deſigned End, and 


would 
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would {ollicitouſly enquire what 
he might doe to ſpeak more 
plainly or more movingly ; whe- 
ther his extemporary wording 
might nor be a defect, and the 
like. Beſides this , he liberally 
diſpens'd all other ſpiritual aids : 
from the time that the children 
of the Family became capable of 
it till his dearh, he made ir a part 
of his dayly buſineſs ro inſtruct 
them, allotting the interval be- 
twixt Prayers and Dinner to that 
work, obſerving diligently the 
little deviations of their manners, 
and applying remedies unto 
them. In like forr,that he might 
enſnare the Servants allotorheir 
benefit on Sundaies in the aſter- 
noon he carechiz'd the Children 
in his Chamber, giving liberty, 

nay 
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nay invitation, to as many as | ; 
would rocomeand hear, hoping | | 
they haply might admit the || - 
truths obliquely level'd, which || 1 
baſhfulneſs perſuaded not to en- | « 
= for , leſt they thereby || ; 
ould own the fault of former || 
inadverrence. Beſides he publick- | 
ly declar'd himſelt ready and de- || | 
" fm: ro aſliſt any perſon ſingle, | | 
and to that purpole having parti- | 
cularly invited ſuch to,come art || | 
their leiſurable hours, when any 
did fo, he us'd all arts of encou- | | 
ragement and obliging conde- || 
{cenſion ; infomuch that having 
once got the Scullion in his 
—ek} 4 upon that Errand, he 
would not give him the un- 
caſine(s of ſtanding , but made 
him fit down by his fide: though 


in 
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in other caſes amidſt his mhnite 
Humility, he knew well how to 
affert the dignity of his placeand 
Fun&tion from the approaches of 
Contempt. Upon this ground of 
ardent love to Souls, a very dil- 
conſolate and almoſt delponding 
perſon happening ſome years 
{mce to come to him, there to un- 
load the burthen of his minde, 
he kept him privately in his 
Chamber tor ſeveral dayes with 
a paternal kindnels, anſwering 
every {cruple which that unhap- 
py temper of Vinde too readily 
luggeſted , and with unwearied 
parience artending for thoſe litde 
Arguments which in him were 
much more eaftly filenc'd then 
ſarisfied. This practice continued, 
till he at laſt diſcovered his im- 

preflions 
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preſsions had in good proportion 
advanc'd to the defir'd - effect, 
which proceeded carefully in this 
Method, that Duty ſtill preceded: 
Promiſe, and ſtrict Endeavour 
onely founded Comfort. 

On the ſame motive of this 
higheſt Charity,when ſome years 
ſince a young man, who by the 
encouragement of an Uncle, for- 
merly the Head of an Houle in 
Oxford, had been bred up to 
Learning, bur by his Eje&ment 
at the Viſitation was diverted 
from that courleto a country-life, 
and being ſo,to engage him there- 
in was allo married and had chil- 
dren; amidſt his toilſome avo- 
cations continued to employ his 
vacant hours in ſtudy, and hap- 
pening on {ome of the Dottor's 

writings, 
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writings, was ſo affeted with 
them, as to leave his -Wite and 
Family and Employment, to. eek 
out the Door himlielf, whom be- 
ing accordingly addreſt unto, the 
Excellent Do#or met this un- 
known Romantick undertaker 
with his accuſtom'd kindnels, 
and moſt readily received this 
Votary and Proſelyte to Lear- 
ning into his care and pupillage 
for ſeveral years, affording him 
all kinde of afsiſtance both in 
ſtudies and remporal ſupport, till 
he at laſt arrived at good profici- 
ency in knowledge, and is at 
preſent a very uſeful perſon in 
the Church. 

Nor could this zeal to the eter- 
nal intereſt of Souls be ſuper- 
leded by any fight of danger 
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however imminent. Thelaſt year 
one in the neighbourhood mor- 
rally ſick of the ſmall Pox defi- 
ring the Doftor ro come to him, 
as loon as he heard of it, though 
the dilcale did then prove more 
chen uſually "rut the Dottor's 
age and complexion threarned it 
particularly lo ro him, and 
though one might diſcern in his 
countenance vigorous apprehen- 
lions of rhe danger, he preſently 
{upprels'd his, tears, ſtaying onely 
ſolong as ro/be larished whether 
the party was lo ſcnſible chat a 
Vifir might poſsibly be of uſe, 
and being intorm'd thereof, 
cheariully went ; teliing the per- 
lon that happen'd to be - af 
whoſe dreads in his behalf were 
not fo calily depoſited , that he 

ſhould 
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ſhould be as much in God's hands in 
the ſick man's chamber as mh own : 
and not contented with going 
once, appointed the next day to 
have return'd again ; which he 
had done, had not the Patients 
death abſolv'd him of his pro- 
mile. 

So likewiſe when at another 
time a Gentleman of no v 
laudable life had in his Sicknels 
delir'd to ſpeak with the Doftor, 
which meſſage through the neg- 
ligence of the perſon employd 
was notdeliver'd till he chat ſenc 
it was inthe laſt agonies of death, 
the Door was very much affe- 
&ed ar it, palsionately complai- 
ning of the brutiſhneſs of thoſe that 
had fo little jenſe of a Soul in that 
fad ftate: and pouring our his 


molt 
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moſt fervent Prayers in his be- 
half, requeſted farther that by this 
example others, and in particular the 
Companions of that unhappy perſon's 
Vice , might learn how improper a 
feaſon the time of Sickneſs, and how 
unfit a place the Death-bed is for that 
one great important Work of Pem- 
tence , which was intended by Al- 
mighty God the one commenſurate 
work of the whole Life. 

But though to advance the 
Spiritual concernes of all that 
could in any kinde become rece C 
ptive of the good he meant them | ! 
was his unlimited defignement I ' 
and endeavour , yer to nouriſh || © 
and advance the carly Vertue of | } 
young perſons was his morecho- | © 
ſen ſtudy : When he ſaw ſuch a f 
one, he would contrive and ſeek 

out 
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out wayes to inlinuate and en- 


dear himſelf, lay hold of every 
opportunity to repreſent the beau- 
ty, pleaſure and advantage of a 
pious life; and on the = ide 
ro expreſs the royle, the danger 
and the miſchief of brutal ſen- 
lualiry. Wichall he would be till 
performing courtelies, thereby to 
oblige of very gratitude ro him, 

—_— and duty unto God, 
Where to pals by the many in- 
ſtances that he gave of this his 
Charity, it will not be amils ro 
inſiſt on one as a ſpecimen of the 
reſt, which was thus, It happen'd 
during the Door's abode in Ox- 
ford in the War,that a young man 

of excellent faculties and y 
romiſing hopes in that place, by 
's love ro Mulick was engag'd 
M in 
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in the company'of __ = had 
that one aliry alone to 
pretd2 "A w” ill ones, 
The Door finding this, though 
otherwiſe a ftranger to the per- 
ſon, gave him in exchange his 
own ; and taking him as 1t were 
into his own boſome, directed 
him to books, and read them 
wich him , particularly a great 
part of Homer, ata night diſpatch- 
ing uſually a Book, and if it 
oy d Holyday,then two; where 
is Comical exprefſhhon was, 
when one Jliad was done, to lay, 
Come, becauſe tis Holyday, let us be 
jovial and take the other Iliad , re- 
flefting on the mode of the for- 
mer Debauches , whoſe word it 
was, 'Tis Holyday, let's take the 
other Pint, 
And 
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I] And as the Dofor labour'din 
0 | the reſcue of ſingle perſons, he 
. | had an Eye therein to multi- 
h ] cudes; for whereever he had 

planted the ſeeds of Piery, he pre- 
s | (ently caſt about to extend and 
e | propagate them thereby to others: 
d {| engaging all his Converts not to be 
n | aſham'd of being reputed innocent, or 
ut to be thought to have a kindneſs for 
-J Religion ; but own the ſeducing men 
It } to God with as much confidence at leaſt 
eY as others uſe when they are Fattors 
, | for the Devil: And in ſtead of lying 
7, | on the guard and the defenſive part he 
x | gave in charge to chuſe the other of 
e- | the aſſailant. And this merhod he 
- | commended not onely as the greateſt 
It | ſervice unto God,and to our neighbour, 
Ec | but as the greateſt ſecurity to our 
ſelves ; it bemg like the not expefling 
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of a threatned War at bome, but car- 
rying it abroad into the Enemies coun. 
try. And nothins im the Chriſtian's 
Warfare he judg'd [o dangerous as 4 
truce, and the ceſſation of hoſtility. 
Withal!, parly and holding mtelligence 
with out im the moſt trivial things, 
he pronounc'd as treaſon to our 


ſelves,as well as unto God : for while, 


ſaith he, we fight with Sim, im the 
fierceſt ſhock 6 pellet we ſhall be 
ſafe ; for no attempts can burt us till 
we treat with the aſſailants : Tempta- 
tions of all ſorts havmg that good que- 
liry of the Devil m them, to fly when 
they are reſiſted. Belides, whereas 
young people are us'd to varniſh 
o're their non-performance and 


torbearance of good aCtions by a 


prerence unto humility and baſh-' 


tul modeſty, ſaying, they are 


alham'd 


D H HammMoNnov. 


aſham'd for to doe this or thar, as 
being not able tor to doe it well, 
he afar them this was arrant 
pride and nothing elſe. 

Upon theſe grounds his Motto 
of inſtruction to young perſons 
was, Principus obſta, and, Ec age, 
ro withſtand the overtures of 11], 
and be intent and ſerious in good ; 
to which he joyn'd a third advice, 
to be furniſhd with a Friend. Ac- 
cordingly at a ſolemn leave- 
taking = one of his diſciples, he 
thus diſcours'd: I haye heard ſay of 


to take bs 


a man who - = his death-bed being 


arewell of his Son, and 


conſudermg what courſe of life to re- 
commend that might ſecure hi mno- 
cence, at laſt enjoyn'd him to ſpend his 
time in making of Verſes and in dreſ- 
ſing a Garden ; the old man thinking 
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no temptation could creep into either of | 
theſe Employments. But I in ſtead of 


theſe expedients will recommend theſe 
other, The doing all the good you can to 
every perſon, and the having of a 
Friend ; whereby your life ſoall not 
onely be rendred mnocent, but withall 
extremely happy. - _ 

Now after all theſe Excellen- 
cies, it would be reaſon to expect 
thatthe Dofor, conſcious of his 
Merit, ſhould have look'd if nor 
on others with contempr, yeton 
himſelt with ſome complacency 
and fair regard : bur it was far 
otherwiſe; there was no enem 
of his, however drunk wirh Pal- 
ſion, that had fo mean an Efteem 
either of Him or of his Parts as 


he had both of the one and other. | 


As at his firſt appearing in pub- 
lick 
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lick he was clearly over-reach'd 
and cheared into the owning of 
his Books; ſo when he foundiit 
duty to go on in that his toilſome 
trade of writing, he was wont 
ſerioufly ro profels himſelf aſto- 
niſh'd at therr reception into the world, 
eſpecially, as he withall was pleas d to 
adde, ſince others fail'd berem, whoſe 
ormances were mfmntely beyond 

any thing which he was able to dve. 
From this opinion of his me- 
diocrity at beſt and the reſolution 
of not making any thing in Reli- 
gion publick betore it had under- 
_ Teſts, in point not one- 
y of truth but prudence, procee- 
ded his conſtant practice of fub- 
jecting all his Writings ro the 
cenſure and correction of his 
friends, engaging them at that time to 
M 4 lay 
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lay aſide all their kindneſs, ,or rather to 
evdence ther love by being rigidly 

cenſorious. There is ſcarce an 
Book he wrote that had not feſt 
travail'd on this errand, of being 
ſeverely dealt with, to ſeveral 
arts of the Nation before it ſaw 
the light; nay ſo {crupulous was 
the Dottoy herein, that he has fre- 
quently upon luggeſtion of 
ſomething to be chang'd, return'd 
his papers the "as time unto 
his Cenlor, to ſee if the alteration 
was exactly to his minde, and ge- 
nerally was never ſo well pleas'd 
as when his Packets return'd with 
large acceſsions of objectings and 
advertements. And in this point 
he was ſo ſtrangely adviſable, 
that he would advert unto the 
judgement of the meaneſt perſon, 
uſu- 
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uſually ſaying , that there was no 
one that was honeſt to him by whom 
he could not profit ; | withal!, that he 
was to exſpett Readers of ſeveral 
ſorts , and if one ulluterate man was 
ſtumbled, *rwas. likely others of hus 
forme would be fo too , whoſe inte- 
reſt, when he writ. ta. all, was not- to 
be paſ®d over. Beſides, thoſe" leſs- 
diſcerning Obſervators, if thty could 
doe nothing elſe , be faid could ſerve 
to draw teeth , that 1s, admioniſh 
if ought were {aid with paſsion 
or ſharpnels, a thing the Dofor 
was infinite jealous of in; his 
Writings. Many years 4irice 
he baving ſear one of his Tracts 
unto an eminent perlon in this 
Church, to whom he bore a very 
high and mericed regard, -ro be 
look'd over by bim, He lending 
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it back without any amend. 


ment, but with a profuſe Com- | 


plemeqt of liking every thing ; 
the good Dottor was much at- 
fe&ted with the diſappointment, 
onely comforted himlelf herein, 
that he had reap'd this _ to have 
learn'd never to ſe ſend hu PÞ 
that hand agam : which nl. ution 
ro his dying m_ he kept. 

Nor was this caution before 
the publiſhing of his Books: ſufh- 


cient, but was.continued afrer ir, 


the Doftor importuning fall. his 


friends to ſend him their Obje- 
ions, if in any point they.were 
nor ſatisfied FS 64 with 
great indifference - confider'd in 
his reviews and ſubſequent Edi- 
tions : however took more kind- 
ly the moſt impertinear excepri- 
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on, then thoſe advertiſements of 
a different kinde which brought 
Encomiums and laviſh praiſes, 
which he heard with as grear dif- 
taſt as others do the moſt viru- 
lent Reproaches. 

A farther proof of this low 
eſteem the Doftor had of himfelt 
( if ſuch were poſſible) would 
be meekneſs to thoſe that lighted 
him and iſa rag his abiliryes; 
this being the ſureſt indication 
that our Humility is in carneſt , 
when we are content to hear ill 
language not onely from our 
ſelves but from our enemies : 
which with how much indiffe- 
rence this inimitable perſon did 
tis neither caſy fully to deſcribe, 
nor to perſwade ro juſt belief. 
The ſhorris, as he was never an- 
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gry with his pertinacious difſen- 
ters for not —_ of his minde 
in points of ſpeculation; no more 
was he in the leaſt with his 
ſcornful Oppoſites for their be- 
ing of it in their little value of 
his Perſon. And though he had, 
as well as other men, ſeeds of in- 
citation in his natural temper , 
and more then others temprarti- 
on to it in his dayly and almoſt 
intolerable injuryes ; yet ſuch 
was the habitual maſtery he had 

ain'd over himſelf , that the 
RiricteR conl1derers of his acti- 
ons have not 1n ten years perpe- 
tual converſation ſeen his Palsi- 
on betray him to an indecent 
ſpeech. 

Nor was his /ufferance of other ; 


kinds leſs exemplary then thar 
he 
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he evidenc'd in the reception of 
Calumny and foul Reproach: 
for though Pain were that to which 
he was us'd to ſay he was of all 
things moſt a Coward, yet being 
under it he ſhew'd an eminent 


Conſtaacy and perfect Reſigna- 


tion. 


At the approach of Sicknels his . 


frſt conſideration was, what Fai- 
ling had provok'd the preſent C haſtiſe- 
ment, and to that purpoſe made 
his earneſt prayer ro God (and 
enjoyn'd his friends to doe the 
like) to convince him of it ; nor 
onely ſo, but tear and rend away , 
though by the greateſt violence and 
ſharpeſt diſciplme, whatever was diſ- 
pleaſing in his Eyes , and grant not 
onely patience, but fruttfulneſ# under 
the rod. Then by repeated _ 
® 


187 


188 The Life of 
of ſubmiſsion would he deliver 
himſelf up into God's hands to 
doe with him as feem'd him 
good ; amidſt the ſharpeſt pains 
meekly invoking him, and ſay- 
ing, God's holy Will be done. And 
even then when on the wrackof |} 
torture, would he be obſervin 
every circumſtance of allay: When 
"twas the Gout, he would give thanks 
'twas not the Stone or Cramp ; when 
twas the Stone , he then would ſay 
twas not ſo ſharp as others felt, ac- 
cuſing his impatience that it appear d 
fo bad to him as it did. And then 
when ſome degree of health was |] 
given, he exertcd all his ſtrength | 
in a return of gratetul recogniti- 
onto the Author of it, which he |] 
pertorm'd with a vivacious ſenſe Þ | 
and cheartul piety, frequently re- | | 
flecting 
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fle&ing on the Plalmiſt's phraſe, 
that it was a joyful thing to be thank- 
ful. Which his tranſport who- 
ever ſhould artencively oblerve, 
would cafily apprehend how poſ- 
ſible ir was for the infinite fruiti- 
ons of another World to be made 
up by the perpetual act of grate- 
ful recognition, in giving lauds 
and nging praiſes unto God. ' 
Upon this ſcore he was a 
moſt diligens Obſerver of every 
Bleſling hereceiv'd,and had them 
ſtill in readineſs to confront un- 
to thole preſſures he at anytime 
lay under. In the intermiffions 
of his importunate maladyes he 
would with full acknowledge- 
ment mention the great indul- 
gence, That he who had in his Con- 


| ſtitution the Cauſe of ſo wuch pain 
ll 
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dwel'm# with him; ſhould yer 'by 
Ft, ws. 5g terpoſing be reſeued 
from the Effet. 00 

To facilitate yet more edis his 
ſerehiry and calm-of Minde; he 
hy'd - this Rule - before- him, 
which prov'd of greatule,: 
to trouble himſelf with the fore-fi 
of furure Events, being re{olvde 
our Saviour's Maxime, thaf Suf- 
fictent to the day 4s the evil t 
and that it were the greateſt folly m 
the world to perplex- ones Felf- with 
that which perchance wall never come 
topaſs; but if 1t- ſhonld, then God 
who-ſent- it wil! difÞeſe it to the beſt; 
moſt- certainly to his Glory , which 
ſhould ſatisfy us mm our: reſpetts to 
Him, and ;wnleſs i it 'be ony fault, 4s 
certainly to our Good, which, if we | 
be not ſtrangely nnveaſonable ynuſt ſa+ 

tify 
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tisfy im reference unto our ſelves and 
private mtereſts. Beſides all this, 
in the very diſpenſation God will not 
fail to give ſuch allayes which(like the 
cool yales under the Line) will make 
greateſt beats of ſufferance very 
able. In tuch occaſions 

he uſually ſubjoyn'd Epiftetws his 
Dilemma, Either the thing = 15 is 
in our power, or it #s not : if it be, let 
us apply the Remedy, and there will 
be no motive for complaint ; if it be 
not, the Grief « utterly impertinent, 
ſince it can doe no good. As allo 
from the ſame Author he annex'd 
this conſiderarion,that every thing 
has two handles ; if the one prove hot, 
and not to be touchd, we may take 
the other that's more temperate : And 
in eyery occurrent he would be 
ſure to find ſome cool handle 
N that 
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that he might lay hold of. 
And to enforce all this, he 


made a conſtant recourſe to-the 
Experience of God's dealing with 
him inprecedin - Hyogo 


wn. dreadful at a diſtance,at 
a nearer view loſt much of their 
terrour. And for others that he 
ſaw perplex'd about the c 
of | hen difficale affairs rel 
wontro ask them, when they would 
begin to truſt God,or permit hmm to g0- 
vern the world. Beſides, unto him- 
ſelf and friends he was wont 1o- 
lemnly to give this mandate, Qzod 
fis Ne velis, nihilque malis, in - 
Enghth , to rather nothing ; . 
onely to be content or utoks 


but be reſolv'd the preſent Rare to 


be the very beſt that could be | 


wilh'd or phanſied, 
And 
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And thus all private concern- 
ments he pals'd over with a per- 
fe& indifference; the World and 
its appendages banging ſo looſe 
about him, that %. ht rook 
notice when any part dropt off, 
or fate uneafily. Herein indeed 
he was concern'd and render'd 
choughtful , if ſomewhar inter- 
ven'd that had a polsibility of du- 
ty appendant to it; in which 
caſe he would: be follicitous to 
diſcern where the obligation lay: 
but prelently reſcued himſelf 
from that diſquier by his addreſ- 
les unto God in Prayer and Faſlt- 
ing, which was his certain re- 
tuge in this as well as other Exi- 
gents; and if the thing in queſti- 
on were of moment, he call'd in 
the devotions of his Friends. Be- 

N 2 ſides 
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ſides this Caſe he own'd to have 
fome kinde of little diſcompoſure 


in the choice of things perfeRly 
indifferent, for where there 'was 


-nothing to derermine him , the 


balance by hanging even became 
rremulous, and by a propenſity 
ro either {ide enclin'd roneither, 
making uſeleſs offers , but pro- 
moving nothing: which conditi- 
on of minde he was wont to call 
the deliberation of Buridan's Aſs. 
Upon which grounds of all 
other things he moſt diſlik'd the 
being left ro make a choice; and 
hugely applauded the ſtare of 
{ubjection ro a Superiour, where 
an oblequious diligence was the 


main ingredient of Duty: as alſo |. 


he did the ſtate of ſubjeion un- 
to preſſure, as a privilege and 
blel- 
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bleſling. And though he pray'd 


as much and withall as heartily 
as any perſon for the return of the 
Nation from Captivity, he al- 
waies fr{t -premis'd the bein 
made receptive of ſuch Mercy by 
the intervention of Repentance. 
He would often both publickly 
and privately aſſert ſolemnly, 
That proſperous iniquity would not be 
deliverance, but the moſt formidable 
judgement : That the Nation during 
its preſſures was under the Diſcipline 
of God, given up to Satan by a kind of 
Ecclefuaſtick Cenjure ; and ſhould the 
Almighty diſmiſs us from his hands, 
and put 165 into our own, give us up to 
our ſelyes, with a Why ſhould you be 
ſmitten any more? this were of all 
 tnflietions the moſt dreadful. Though 
with admirable equanimiry he 
N 3 could 
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could run over the black Annals ] 
of this unhappy Nation while its | 
Calamities were reckon'd up, he | | 
could ſcarce hear the (lighteſt Þ| 1 
mention of irs incorrigible guile } © 
without diflolving into tears; | | 

( 

' 


eſpecially when he ha to 
hs Zi the — of 
that Hypocriſte which reconcil'd 
Godlineſs and Villany, and made 
it polsible for men ro be Saints 
and Devils both together : where. ] 
by Religion grew ruinous to its | « 
ſelf, and beſides the ſcandal of {| | 
ſuch Enormities commuted in | { 
the face of the Sun, with ſuch | | 
pretence to Zeal and Holinets, | ' 
our Faith became inftruAtd ro | 
confute and baffle Duty, the | 
Creed and the Commandements, 
Belief and Practice being brought | 
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into the lifts, and repreſented as 
incompatible ; while the flames _ 
intended for the Sacred Lamps, 
the eſtabliſhment of Doctrinals 
and. Speculative Divinity, burnt 
up. the Altar and the Temple, 
conlum'd not onely Charity, 
good. nature too, and wi. 4 
the common documents of ho- 
neſt Heatheniſme. 

And while this publick. Soul 
inthe Contemplation of the Mul- 
chief which our ſins both were 
themielves and in their iflues, 

great in their provocation and fa- 
—_ their p ues, indulgd un. 
to his pious and generous Griets, 
yet even then conhidering Judge- 
ment not to be more jult then 
uſeful to the ſufferers, he found 
out means ; from that unlikely 
N 4 to- 
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Topick to ſpeak or him- 
ſelt andothers. 

In that laſt Crifes of our by: 
ping hopes, the. defeat 'of che 
Cheſhire toxces , which-promis'd 
all the Miſery conſequent to rhe 
{way of a Senate gorg d in blood, 
and yer ſtill thirking more, and 
of.a veterane Army compos'd of 
deſperate Fanaticks engag'd in 
equal guilts among themlelves, 
and <qual hate a ain the other, 
and therewithal the Religion, "Fo 
berty and Being of the Nation; 
he + Wi addreſles himtelf ro the 
deſponding ſorrows of a friend. 

SIR, Sept. 2: 

T kave received your laſt, and ac- 

knowledge the great fitneſs Sof it to the 


preſent opportunities under which God 


bath pleaſed to place us. If we look about 
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j 4 there-was never any” AO 


lamentation and bitter mourning ; and 

the: fbarpeſt accents of theſe are viſibly 
due: ta thoſe rontinued Pravecations 
which appear 'to bave wrought all qur 
wor: "yet is there not wanting ſome 
gleam of light, if we fhall yet by God's 
grace be qualified ty make uſe of it. It is 
the ſupreme Privilege of C briftianity 
to convert the ſaddeſt evils mto the 
moſt medicmal advantages, the valley 
of Achor into the door of hope, the 
blackeft Tempeſt into the moit perfeft- 
cul" and it us certain you have an 
excellent opportunity now before you to- 
improve and receive benefit by j" and 
you wil! not deſpiſe that affeftion 
which attempts to tell you ſomewhat of 
it. It is plainly this ; That all kande of 
Profperic (even that which we moſt 
think we can juſtifie the moſt importu- 
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nate purſuance of , the flouriſhing of « 
Church Nd Monarchy ) # treacherous 
and dangerous, and might very proba- 
bly tend to our great ils, and nothing 
« ry oe and vie to 
be continued under God 

T boſe that are not better ly fuch me: 
thods, would certainly be intoxicated 
and deſtroyed by the pleaſanter 
draughts ; and thoſe that would ever 
ſerve God ſincerely in affluence, have 
mnfiutely greater advantages and of 
portunities for it in the adverſe fortune. 
Therefore let us now all adore and ble 
God's wiſeſt choices, and ſet vigorouſly 

to the tack that ties before us, impro- 
ving the preſent advantages, and ſup- 


plying in the abundance of the inward | 


beauty what is wanting to the outward 
luſtre of a Church ; and we ſhall not 
fail to find that the Grots and Caves 
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lye as open to the Celeſtial influences as 
the faireſt and moſt beautified Tem- 
ples. We are ordmarily very willing to 
be rich, and flatter our ſelves that our 
arms are no other then to be enabled by 
much wealth to doe much good; and 
fome live to ſee themſelves confuted, 
want hearts when Wealth comes in 
oreateſt abundance : fo thoſe that ne- 
ver come to make the experiment, have 
yet reaſon to judge that Godſaw it fit 
not to lead them mto temptation, leſt 
if they had been prov'd they ſhould have 
been found fathleſ And the om_ 
t are we now oblio d to 

for our ſelves ,and by what God i 
to have choſen for us, to reſolve what 
be fees to be abſolutely beſt for us ; and 
it muſt be our greateſt blame and 
wretchedreſs, if what hath now befaln 
us be not effetnally better for 16, 
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then whatever elſe even Pity could | 


have ſug geſted to us to wiſh or pray for. 
And then, I pray, judge candidly whe- 
ther azy thing be m any degree ſober 
or tolerable im any of us, beſide the one 
great neceſſary Wijedome as well as 
Duty of Reſignation , and making 
God's choices ours alſo. I have been 
theſe three weeks under reſtraint by 
the Gout and other pains, and am not 


yet onmy legs, yet bleſſed be God have 


all cauſes of thankſgiving, none of re- 
pming. And I ſhall with confidence 
pray and hope that the great multi- 
tudes of perſons and families that are 
now under far ſharper exerciſes, will 
find as much greater allays and ſweet- 
neſses, and the black Cloud (as oft it 

hath done) vaniſh undiſcernbly. 
And when this moſt unlikely 
Prophecy became fulfill'd, when 
that 
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that black cloud he ſpoke of, con- 


trary toall hamane expectation, 
broke not in Tempeſt, but the 
faireſt Sun-ſhine thar ever fmil'd 
of1 this our Land, when our de- 
ſpairs and refolure delpondencies 
became unravel'd by a miracle of 
Mercy, which after ages will be 
as far from giving credit toin its 
endearing moſt improbable cir- 
cumſtances, as this of ours (par- 
don the harſhneſs of a true com- 
pariſon) is from efteeming ar its 
merited rate; our Excellent Pa- 
rrior, and beſt of men, ſeeing the 
dawnings of this welcome day, 
paid down at once his greateſt 
thanks and heartieſt deprecations 
as atribute to it, paſsionarely fea- 
ring what he had more paſsio- 
nately wiſht for, ſuſpefting his 
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